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Allowable Subject Matter 
1 . Claims 1, 5, 7-10 are allowed. 

The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Relative to claim 1, applicant's argument on the record are clear. In claim 2 the DOCSIS- 

formated packet is a Data-Over-Cable Service Interface Specification or DOCSIS formatted 

packet. 

The closest prior art is Chapman (U.S. Patent No.: 6,438,123). Chapman teaches receiving an 
Ethernet packet or downstream packet. Extracing the Ethernet header information, suppressing 
the Ethernet header information. Creating a downstream Data-Over-Cable Service Interface 
Specification (DOCSIS) packet with a CRC error. Also EDHR or encryption information is in 
the DOCSIS header. The FGPS which is the Data-Over-Cable Service Interface Specification or 
DOCSIS header inherently has a header check sequence. 

Claims 5, 7-9 are considered allowable since when reading the claims in light of the 
specification, none of the references of record alone or in combination disclose or suggest the 
combination of limitations specified in the independent claims including "if the downstream 
packet contains a MAP message [note: MAP is a specific message format defined in the Data- 
Over Cable Service Interface (DOCSIS) Specification which is an upstream bandwidth 
allocation message generated by the Cable Modem Termination System (CMTS)] , formatting 
the MAP message in a MAP First In First Out (FIFO) format", as specified in claimed in claim 5 

The closest prior art is Chapman (U.S. Patent No.: 6,438,123). Chapman teaches: CM which 
inherently has a processor which receives a down stream packet via a port or packet port ingress 
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engine. The CM inherently has a module that suppressed Data-Over-Cable Service Interface 
Specification (DOCSIS) headers base upon receipt of tag 49 per Fig 3. 



Claim 10 is considered allowable since when reading the claims in light of the specification, 
none of the references of record alone or in combination disclose or suggest the combination of 
limitations specified in the independent claims including "a header creation module for creating 
a Data-Over-Cable Service Interface Specification (DOCSIS) header on the basis of said packet 
descriptor and appending said Data-Over-Cable Service Interface Specification (DOCSIS) 
header to a payload of the down stream packet as specified in claimed in claim 1 1 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert W. Wilson whose telephone number is 571/272-3075. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doris To can be reached on 571/272-7629. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access t(^the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free)/^^ 
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